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The first Sunday of our home leave we attended Kathi’s “home” church in Franklin, Indiana - First Presbyterian Church. Their service started at 10:30 a.m., just like Santiago Community Church’s.  As we sang the last hymn, Kathi leaned over to me and noted that SCC would be singing this same hymn “right about now.”  Both congregations were celebrating Pentecost Sunday and singing “Sprit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free.  Spirit, sprit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.” 

The services in Indiana and Santiago would have been somewhat different.  The youth were leading the SCC service and a visiting pastor gave the sermon at Franklin.  Unlike SCC, the makeup of the congregation in Indiana was pretty homogeneous—the people there looked like us and were mostly from the same part of the United States. Yet, as we sang that song about the moving of God’s Spirit and celebrated the day recorded in Acts 2 when the “Good News” was heard by people from all parts of the Roman world, we were reminded that we are part of a universal church. We were 5,000 miles apart from you, but we were linked by our Pentecost celebration, by our commitment to Christ, and indeed by the very Spirit of whom we sang. 


Interestingly, the two conferences we attended during our home leave also focused on this theme of oneness in Christ.  We attended a worship and music conference at a lovely conference center in Montreat North Carolina with the title “One in Christ, Visions of Unity.”  Later we were at a hotel in downtown Indianapolis at an event called “The Big Tent,” which was a Presbyterian conference that brought together a number of different organizations under the theme  “Grow Christ’s Church Deep and Wide.”  One of the theme songs for the week was “We are one in Christ, we are one”, which we sang in both English and Spanish.  

Many Sundays at SCC we say the words of the Apostles Creed, which links us with brothers and sisters throughout history and from around the world who also declare this confession of faith. We end by saying “We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church….”  Here the word catholic with a small c does not refer to the particular group we now call the Roman Catholic Church.  Rather, we celebrate that Christ’s church is “catholic” or universal.  We are one with Christians from around the world and across the street who worship in different styles from us, in different languages from us and even with different views on many subjects from us, yet we are one in Christ.


I like the fact that at Santiago Community Church we declare that we are an international, interdenominational church; that is, we are made up of people from different countries and different denominations (or church backgrounds). We seek to celebrate our unity in Christ without completely blurring our diversity.  Unity in Christ certainly does not mean uniformity.  The church of Christ needs all types of people with all types of gifts.

During our stay in the states we attended worship services in churches that were Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian and Lutheran.  We listened to sermons from men, women and youth preached in robes from pulpits and in jeans from “down below.”  We heard preachers read sermons and give sermons with no notes.  We sang along with organs, with pianos, with guitars and drums, and with bells.  We worshiped in hotel halls, in small and large churches and outdoors.  We gathered with as few as 15 and as many as 1,200.  In each place and circumstance the Word of God was proclaimed, the faith of Christ was declared, and the Holy Spirit was present.  We are one in Christ. We are one.  

Grace and Peace, David
SPRING IS COMING!!

Our church programming continues as we start moving into the warmer weather. Please mark your calendars for the following:

The Grand Sweep

Tuesday evening at 7:30pm starting Aug. 16 Wednesday lunch at 12:45pm starting Aug. 17 ($2.000 for lunch)

Sunday morning at 9:15am starting Aug. 21


(childcare available)

   Our pastor David Bubb will lead us as we 

   continue to read through the Bible in a year.

   Our focus for these four weeks will be on

   Job, Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastes. You

   are welcome to come one time or for all four

   sessions. Contact the church office to sign up.

TP Club and Cross Connections

Sunday, August 21
  
12:15pm.
     TP Club is for those in grades 3-5, while

     Cross Connexions is for grades 6-9. We

     gather for lunch, study, games and more.

     Cost is $2.500 for lunch. Parents are invited

     to join together for a social lunch while the

     children meet!!
Teacher Luncheon 

12:30pm

Friday, August 26 
     Sunday School teachers and helpers

     (and those interested in knowing more)  

     are invited to this training luncheon – lunch

     provided! Please contact Kathi if you’d like to

    attend.

Get Better Acquainted Dinner

Friday, September 2 and Saturday, Sept. 3

   These informal dinners in the homes of  

   church members provide an opportunity

   for groups of 8-10 adults to gather for

   fellowship. You can volunteer to host or join  

   sign up to come. Sign up in the church or

   by calling the church office by Monday,
   Aug. 29!!
Inquirer’s Class 

Sunday, September 11
Noon – 1:15 pm 

    David Bubb leads this opportunity to find out
    more about the work and mission of SCC.
    The meeting is in the church house, and
    childcare is available upon request. Please
    sign up by calling the church office.

Ladies Guild Book Sale
Saturday, September 10

10:00 a.m.

      Join us in the church hall for a sale of

      used books, marmalade, chutney     

      and more!!! If you have books to get rid

      of, we’ll gladly take them.

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT

Fri. Oct. 14 – Sun. Oct. 16
This will be the 8th year in a row that our church family has gathered together for a weekend of worship, study, fellowship and recreation. Here are some details and highlights:

· The retreat begins with Friday night dinner and continues through Sunday lunch at a location easy to get to on the eastern edge of Santiago
· Participants are welcome to come for the entire weekend or any part of it
· Costs will be similar to last year – details to follow. This year you will have the option for paying for individual meals, rather than for the whole day (especially important for those who can only come on Saturday!!).

· Reservations with a deposit are due by Sunday, October 9, and financial help is available
· We will have time for study, creativity and conversation in small groups, plus “free time” 

· All ages are welcome. Children third grade and older will be in the small groups with adults for part of the time, with a special program for younger children. There will also be a nursery for the “wee ones”, with family time, as well.

Would you like to be involved with planning the retreat or helping with some of the details? Or do you have more questions about the retreat? Contact the church office for info.

SCRIPTURE VERSES

OF THE MONTH
August  To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1
September - For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the LORD. Isaiah 55:8

October - The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23
Be sure to post the verse where you see it daily. Say it together with family members at prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of the verse in the Bible, as well.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

We continue to have six Sunday School classes, five of which meet almost weekly. The senior high class meets every other month.  Upcoming themes for our children age 2 through grade 5 include the Ten Commandments, the Promised Land, Exile and Restoration. The 6-8th grade class continues of their study “I Know My Bible”. They just finished the Old Testament, and start on the New Testament on August 21, with a look at the gospels. The senior high class is exploring the messages from God to the prophets.
A Sunday School Teacher and Helper Training Luncheon will be held on Friday, August 26 at 12:30pm. If you would like to find out more about our Sunday School program, or are interested in teaching or helping, you are welcome to come!! 

______________________________________

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Weddings: 

09.07.2011
Samuel Enrique Lago Bazley and Margarita Mercedes Diego Zobel

Funerals: 

11.06.2011
Charles Reginald Fell Sonderburg

12.06.2011
Berta Ortiz de Currie 

15.06.2011
Eva Yolanda Perremonte Aguirre



de Jones-Gavin

25.07.2011
Dagney Jansson

Farewells:

Nathan and Jennifer Spande, Ellie and Ben – 

to the US

Danny and Lisa Simmonds, Connor and Noah –


To New Zealand
Mike and Nimfa Hall, CJ – to the US

Mirva Muhonen –  to Finland

Chelsea Genack – to the US
Prayer Concerns:
Ian McDowall

Alicia Corvalán

Betty and John Scott

June Mackenzie

Winifred Curtis (Willy Perez’s sister-in-law)

Mariquita Means

Pat Gomez

Dorothy Drove

Please share other concerns with the church office.
READ THROUGH THE BIBLE CHALLENGE CONTINUES!

It’s been great to see how many people have taken up the challenge to read through the Bible in a year! Some have been reading every chapter of the Bible, others are reading a few key chapters each week and yet others are reading one key chapter each week to get a good overview of the Biblical story. As of August 10 we start the book of Job. Even if you have not been reading up to now (or if you have fallen behind), we encourage you to join in now! The church office sent out the readings by email – if you would like a hard copy, they are available in the church.
Here are some quotes from people who have taken the challenge:

“I have loved the discipline of it and the knowledge that I am reading the whole entire thing.”

“It’s great when I come to a story that I remember.”

“I would have never done it on my own. I think that it’s wonderful that we are doing this together as a church!” 
“I have a new understanding of the nature of God after reading week after week.”
SCC FINANCES

Total Expenses Through July 31, 2011
51.135.709

Total Expenses Through July 31, 2011
45.712.619

DEFCIT 


5.423.090

_____________________________
CHILDREN’S LENDING LIBRARY
Don’t forget that we have a children’s lending library set up in the library at the church (next to the “old” bathrooms). This library has an honor system, so feel free to borrow books and bring them back when you are finished. If you have children’s books that you would like to contribute, they would be welcome! The library will be available on Sunday and Wednesday mornings.

BEATITUDES FOR
FRIENDS OF THE AGED
Bette Crossley shared this with Women’s Forum and we thought you would like it, too.

Blessed are they who understand
My faltering step and palsied hand

Blessed are they who know that my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say

Blessed are they who seem to know
That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow

Blessed are they who looked away
When coffee was spilled at table today

Blessed are they with a cheery smile
Who stopped to chat with me a little while

Blessed are they who never say
"You've told that story twice today"

Blessed are they who know the ways
To bring back memories of yesterdays

Blessed are they who make it known
That I'm loved, respected and not alone

Blessed are they who know I'm at a loss
To find the strength to carry my cross

Blessed are they who ease the days
On my going home in loving ways.

                      By Esther Mary Walker
A group met together on Saturday, August 6 to share their stories, ideas and concerns regarding caring for aging loved ones. Several people shared that they would enjoy getting together again. If you would like to be a part of such a group in the future, please contact the church office.

______________________________
PRAYER FOR THE DAY

God, you have only one expectation of me – to love. To get around it, I replace your single expectation with many of my own: to succeed, to be accepted, to look good, to be in control. God, forgive my complicated, self-centered expectations.  Grant me the humility to ask only one thing each day – “Lord, how can I love you and others today?” Amen

From A Daily Devotional

OUTREACH

Thanks to all who contributed to the Food Collection at the end of July. The children had been studying in Sunday School how Joseph collected the grain during seven years of plenty to be able to help those in need during seven years of famine. Your contributions will help those in need through Youth for Christ, an organization supporting children and families.
When you sort through your (good) clothes, toys and household items, please keep SCC in mind. We can distribute them to one of the programs that we support, including Youth for Christ, the Salvation Army and Hogar La Granja. The things that you don’t want can be treasures to others.

We hope to have some hands-on projects lined up soon. Watch for more information in the church service sheet or in an email. Do you have ideas for hands-on projects? Contact the church office.
______________________________

CHURCH INFORMATION

CHURCH COUNCIL:

Council Chair – Shana Harrison

Vice Chair – Neil Walbaum

Treasurer – Laurie Kelly

Secretary – Ailsa Shaw

Other members: Richard Collingwood-Selby, Ed Fuentes, Laura Griffith, Patricia Hutchison, Laurie Kelly, Anne McLean, Richard Simon
Office hours:
9:00 am-1:00 pm (M-F) 

Office staff:
Audrey Wilsdon   

Phone/fax: 
232-1113

Pastor: - David Bubb – 233-7557


dkbubb@santiagochurch.org 
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Web site:www.santiagochurch.org
Facebook: Santiago Community Church
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